February, 2012

Gallery Highlights...

We will begin with this newsletter showing the events
taking place during the month at the Ouachita Little
Theatre:

February 24-27 and March 2-5, 2012 - School For
Scandal

Knitting Class

I n keepi ng Mats&Fiberfhener uar
Barbara Tobias will teach a knitting class. It will run
from 1 to 3 pm on six Thursdays starting February 23.
Fee will be $50 for the six classes, all proceeds going

to support your gallery.

It is open to beginners just learning to knit and purl as
well as advanced knitters ready to tackle something
like lace or socks. Call the gallery for details at 479-

AAA AnAA

P.O.Box 871

607 Mena Street, Mena, AR 71953

email@MenaArtGallery.org
www.MenaArtGallery.org

479-394-3880

Gallery Hours: Tue. 11-2; Wed. — Sat. 10-3; or by appointment call
479-394-3880

Hats & Fiber Show

February will see the arrival of the Hats & Fiber
Show. This one is open to all entries that involve a
hat: paintings or photos that include hats, sculptures
of hats, or even hats themselves. It is also open to
anything you create from fiber: knitting, crochet,
weaving, quilts, etc. For full details, see the gallery
webpage, www.MenaArtGallery.org where you can
download the entry form.

And don’t miss the reception on Sunday, February 5
from 1 to 3 pm.

Photography Club News, by Ann

Glenn

The Ouachita Photo Club held their regular monthly
meeting Sat. Jan. 14th.

Barbara Tobias made a presentation explaining how
the Photo Club could be a part of the new website she
is developing for the Mena Art Gallery. Photographers
are needed to work with artists of other media to create
good photographs of their work for the website.



mailto:email@MenaArtGallery.org
http://www.menaartgallery.org/
http://www.menaartgallery.org/
http://www.menaartgallery.org/
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You can sign up for upcoming months on the calendar on the wall on the Volunteers' Board to get your choice of
dates!

If you can come in as Gallery Attendant on any day markediavai | abl ed bel ow, pl®ase ¢

3880.

A special thanks to our gallery attendants: we couldn’t operate the gallery without you!

Please note that your commitment as gallery attendant is for three hours: usually that is from noon to 3 pm on
Wednesday through Saturday, but if mornings are more convenient for you, call Jane Brace at the gallery, 479-
394-3880, and see if she can switch hours with you.

February, 201 2

Wed

Thur

1 Pat Trulock 2 Manita Foster {3 Joann Moreno {4 Available
10 am -4 pm
Check in Entries
for Hats & Fiber
5 1-3pm 6 Closed 7 Art Day 8 Available O Theresa Erwin [10 James Scott 11 Available
Reception, 11amto 2 pm )
Hats & Fiber Writers® Guild  Photo Club,
Mtg 1-3 pm 10 am
12 Closed 13 Closed 14 Art Day 15 Kay Hilliard |16 Barbara 17 Available 18 Jim Brace
Board Mtg. 11amto 2 pm Tobias
5:00 pm
19 Closed 20 Closed 21Art Day 22 Available 23 Sam Tobias [24 James Scott 25 Available
) 1lamto 2 pm ) )
Membership \Writers' Guild
Mtg. 5:30 pm Mtg. 1-3 pm
26 Closed 27 Closed 28 Art Day 29 Dawn
11amto 2 pm [Stoeckinger

Check in entries
Children’s Show
10 amto 4 pm
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What do you mean to the Mena Art Gallery?  Everything!

by Rick Chrisman
The Mena Art Gallery has an extremely diverse membership, and it means something different to each of us.

Joining the gallery does make a difference. But it takes more than memberships to make our organization a major
contributor to the community and demonstrate that we deserve the support we have.

Many volunteers go beyond anything I would have ever thought to ask of them. You’ll see them at most Gallery
meetings and events; we are grateful to them all.

To support the gallery’s activities, we have developed a committee structure to broaden the base of workers and
involve more members in our decisions and activities.

We respect that your participation should be consistent with your time and interest, but we know that in many cases
you may be unaware that you have a needed idea or expertise to resolve an issue we’ve been working on. There are
many non-artistic needs in the daily activities of our gallery: attending Gallery meetings is one way to discover what
current needs you might have thoughts about.

Where do your experiences and interests lie?

Is your knowledge or interest in marketing, graphic design, grant writing, event planning, children’s art, technique
sharing, learning, teaching or displaying art works? The list goes on and on. Please consider talking to our Executive
Director, Jane Brace, or any member or Board member to get some ideas that fit you.

Your participation in whatever way you are able is crucial to the success of MENA ART GALLERY. All our
meetings are open to everyone!

e :
VOLUNTEERS

Build A Better World
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Minutes of Membership Meeting, January 16, 2012
Jan Wennberg called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. There were 13 members in attendance.
Jane Brace read the minutes of the December meeting; they were approved as read.

Jan passed the calendar for January and February for members to sign up as gallery attendants. She also passed
around the 2012 show schedule to recruit volunteers as Exhibit Chairs for those exhibits still needing one. She also
passed around a list of committees and committee members in case anyone wanted to change their committee
membership or add their name to a list.

Rick Chrisman announced there will be a Strategic Planning meeting on Saturday, February 25 at 9:00 am in the
meeting room at Mena Cafe. All Board members and Committee members will attend, and the general membership
is strongly urged to attend also. We will be working on plans to implement the parts of the Strategic Plan developed
in 2011 that have not yet been accomplished.

Jan announced that the Christmas Show made a profit for the gallery of $388.30 for a total of $1,049 for 2011.
Barbara Tobias gave information on the Katchen workshop scheduled for January 30 through February 1.
Ann Glenn announced that plans are in place for the Hats & Fiber show in February.

Jan announced that we hope to have more classes in the gallery this year. Barbara announced that she would give a
knitting workshop during the Hats & Fiber show; Bill Wells said he would do a watercolor or drawing workshop in
April.

Rick said he and Donna Chrisman will give a fund-raising dinner in April.

Committees:Art Awareness: Henry Moreno asked members whether they wanted more or less of the programs
conducted by artists at the monthly meetings. After a discussion, it was decided to continue with the schedule of a

short business meeting followed by a presentation each month with the understanding that occasionally there may be
so many business topics for discussion that we would forgo the presentation part.

Membership: We have 34 members signed up for 2012, slightly more than at this point in 2011. We will
continue to offer gift memberships and urge that those interested in the well-being of the gallery renew their
membership.

Exhibits: The membership was requested to contribute their ideas for show types in the future—the
schedule is set for 2012.

Building and Maintenance: Charles Johnson and Sam Tobias presented their ideas for a gallery
renovation and requested that the membership contact them with suggestions and that they give thought as
to how we will raise the funds necessary to make the building renovation possible.

Jan announced the opening of a new art gallery in Mount Ida on January 17 from 2 to 6 pm at 135 S. West Street
and extended an invitation to the membership to visit it.

Barbara Tobias explained that a new website is under development that will provide a page for each artist to display
their work. Details will follow by email to the membership and in the February newsletter.

Jan announced that one of our members, Ingrid Gipson, is having an exhibit at Taylor's Contemporanea Fine Art
Gallery, 204 Exchange, Hot Springs. Gallery walk, February 3, at 5:00 pm would be a good time to visit.

Jane Brace distributed gift certificates in appreciation of volunteer work to Barbara Tobias and Mildred Johnson.

Barbara Tobias, Secretary
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Photography Club continued from page 1

addition, individual photographers can present their photos on individual pages in the Artists' Gallery pages. It is an
exciting opportunity to show our work to the public.

The remainder of the meeting was devoted to a Show and Tell session, as members explained their choice of
equipment and accessories. In the process, we learned about such things as reflectors and diffusers, extension tubes,
neutral density filters and the optional brackets to fit them to various cameras. Several tripods were shown and their
features discussed. The subject generated a great deal of interest, and the discussion was long and lively.

The Jan. Photo Shoot will be Sat. Jan. 28th, beginning at 10 a.m., at the Mena Art Gallery. Jerry Penny will bring in
his shell collection and the group will practice Still Life and Macro Photography. All who are interested in
furthering their photography skills and meeting others who share that interest are invited to attend.

New Website Will Include Pages for Artists

We are working now on designing and creating a new gallery website—and this one will have LOTS of photographs
of paintings, sculptures, drawings, and all the other media in which you work including photography itself. If you
would like to be included, this is what you should do:

1. Be a member of the gallery—forms are available both in the classroom and online.

2. Get together a short bio, a photograph of yourself, and six to eight really good photographs of your work.
These should be taken in natural light and NOT under glass. It is important that you line up two-
dimensional work so that it is parallel to the camera lens to avoid distortion.

3. They should be in .jpg for ma t . Don’t wor r y—wadmadust that & fitohk nedds o
the web. I f you don’t have the skill to cre
with the Photography Club as their members can probably help you. They know how to do this!

4. When you have all this together, send it to Barbara Tobias at this address:
barbtobias09@gmail.com
She will let you know when she has received it and let you know how to check to make sure it is what you
want before it goes “public.”

We’  re shooting for having this up and running s
artists as possible.

Help us show the world how good you are!

q



mailto:barbtobias09@gmail.com
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Leave a Legacy for the Arts

Ensure a Community of the Arts for Future Generations

Remember Mena Art Gallery in Your Estate Planning

Mena Art Gallery is owned and operated by SouthWest Artists, Inc., a non-profit corporation, and support is provided, in
part, by the Arkansas Arts Council, an agency of the Department of Arkansas Heritage and the National Endowment for
the Arts, a grant from the Walton Family Foundation and several local businesses and individuals. Donations are tax
deductible and help ensure the continuing work of bringing art to the community of Mena.

You have received this newsletter because you indicated you were interested in the events of the gallery. If
you no longer wish to receive it, let us know either by emailing us at email@MenaArtGallery.org or calling
479-394-3880.

Mena Art Galley Postage here

607 Mena Street

Mena, AR 71953
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