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Blog:  www.MenaArtGallery.blogspot.com  

Gallery Hours:  Tue, Thur, Fri, Sat 12-3; Sun 1-4; or by appointment  call 479-394-3880

Notes from
Jim Pawley

  Executive
  Director

The open show completes at the end of July; it
is time for all the photographers to get their
pictures, framing, etc. ready for the
Photography Show which begins Wednesday
July 28 and runs through September 1.  

This and Ouachita Expressions are by far our
biggest shows. Janis and Richard Shull are
again in charge of the show and are bringing the
quality to it that we have grown to expect in the
years they have handled it.  Best of Show prize
is $300.00 and other place money is high, so the
number of entries will be high as well as the
quality.  If you are a beginner photographer or
professional but have that perfect picture, here
is an opportunity to display your work as well
as have a chance to win some great prize
money. This year, entries are limited to two per
person and one of those may be a panoramic
which will allow us to see new and interesting
things in this show.  

There are 5 different categories as well plus a
People's Choice, Floral Award and the R.L.
Norris Award.  Check the web for more info:
www.MenaArtGallery.org. 
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July, 2010

Summer Open Show

Sunday afternoon, June 6, from 1 to 3 pm, Mena Art Gallery
introduced its current Exhibit:  The Summer Open Show.
This exhibit includes a variety of work from painting to
photography, from metal sculpture to pottery, and most
things in between, all from local artists.

Most of the work on display is for sale, so if you find
something you can't live without, you may take it home with
you and either decorate your house or delight a friend while
supporting the arts in Mena.

This exhibit will remain on display through the end of July, so
if you missed the reception, there is still time to enjoy the
show.  Gallery hours are from noon to 3 pm on Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, and from 1 to 4 pm on
Sunday.  For more information, call the gallery at 479-394-
3880 or go online at www.MenaArtGallery.org. 

Many of the artists with work on display will be taking part in
our third annual Ouachita Art Trails Studio Tour in October,
so you will have an opportunity to see where and how the
artists produce their work and talk to them about their creative
process.  Most will also accept commissions.  Watch your
local paper for more information about September.



Check out our site at
www.MenaArtGallery.org any time you have
questions.  Printed sheets are out of date as
soon as the ink is dry, but the website gives
you the latest info!

Jim Pawley is our webmaster.  Reach him at 
479-394-3880 or jimb0pawley@aol.com or
email@menaartgallery.org

Monday,   July 19, 2010

Board Meeting 5 p.m.
Members meeting 6:30
p.m.     
     You do not have to be a
     member to attend!
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The dates shown in red are available for you to sign up for Gallery Attendant and earn credit towards
entry fees.  
You can sign up for upcoming months on the calendar on the wall on the Volunteers' Board to get your
choice of dates!

July, 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

1

Available

2

Available

3

Available

4

R&J Cantrell

5

Closed

6

Art Day
 10 am to 2 pm

Jo Eldridge

7

Available

8

D Stoeckinger

9

Writers 1-3 pm

D Cooney

10

Available

11

D Warren

12

Closed

13

Art Day
 10 am to 2 pm

Jo Eldridge

14

Available

15

Available

16

Available

17

Available

18

Available

19

Closed

Board Mtg 5:00

Members Mtg
     6:30

20

Art Day
 10 am to 2 pm

Jo Eldridge

21

Closed

22

D Stoeckinger

23

Writers 1-3 pm

24

Available

25

Jim Scott

26

Closed

27

Art Day
 10 am to 2 pm

Jo Eldridge

28

Closed

29

Available

30

Available

31

Available
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Some of our volunteer needs are:

Show coordinators.  We have volunteers who have committed to doing all the “routine work” such as
publicity, checking in the show, arranging for prizes where necessary, etc., but we need one person for
each show who will contact those volunteers to make sure things are progressing as they should.  We
have lists available as guides.

Polk County Fair.  We need someone to chair the photo exhibit and help find volunteers to “sit” with the
exhibit during the fair.

Ouachita Art Trails is coming in October, and we will need volunteers to help with that effort.

Someone familiar with word processing programs is needed to handle the newsletter each month.  The
publicity chair will supply much of the content, but it would be helpful to have someone to put it
together.

If any of these has some appeal for you, please call Jim Pawley at the gallery (479-394-3880) for more
details.  You have no idea how much we would all appreciate the help!

New Ways to Keep Track of What's Going On....
Ever miss an issue of a local paper and wonder what's going on at the gallery this week?  We have a new way
for you to keep up:  www.MenaArtGallery.blogspot.com publishes our newspaper articles about the same time
as the papers go on sale.  What's more, you can go back and look at older issues.  So now when someone asks
you what sort of things happen at the gallery, you can tell them where to find the info.

Would you like to see the occasional video made about the gallery and broadcast over RMCC-TV?  Up to now,
if you didn't have Allegiance Cable, you were out of luck.  But you can check them out at:
www.youtube.com/magallery2010.    

As we find more ways to keep you in the loop, we'll tell you about them here!

Volunteers make it all
possible!
If it were not for all the help our
members give us, we couldn't open
the doors, and as we grow, we need
more helpers!  There are always
things that need doing that fit your
special talents.  If you have one of
these skills, give us a call to see how
you can help:

� Teach art for children 
� Take photos for publicity
� Write articles about art
� Help plan a show
� Bring goodies for receptions
� Help clean up the place
� Water the plants
� Empty the trash on Tuesdays
� Greet visitors at receptions

� Help with fund raising
� Teach an art class
� Research grant possibilities
� Make computer backups
� Design flyers
� Write articles for newsletter
� Coordinate an exhibit

 We need you—call the
gallery at 479-394-3880.

Gallery hours are noon to 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday. Sundays are 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
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Ouachita Art Trails...
We will have another studio tour, Ouachita Art Trails,
this fall in October on the 8th, 9th, and 10th.

Now is the time to mark your calendar so you won't
miss this one!

Children's Classes
Catherine Treisch, with the help of
Cynthia Thanos-Wade, has resumed
Children's Classes at the gallery on
the  third Saturday of each month.
The July class has been cancelled so
the next class will be in August.
This class will be on Saturday the
21st from 1 to 3 pm.

There is a charge of $2 per student
per class for supplies; class size is
limited to 6 to 10 students from 6 to
12 years old.

Be sure to get your reservation in
early by calling 479-394-3880 and
asking that your child's name, your
name, and your phone number be put
on the class list.

Thank you to our Supporters:
The following individuals and businesses helped
keep Mena Art Gallery functioning in 2009.  When
you see them, please tell them you appreciate their
help!

Louis Alderman
Charles and Nita Bishop
Charclaud, Inc.
Mary Dixon
G. M. Eisele
Holly Springs Real Estate, Inc.
Ted Livin
Maddox & Maddox
Mena Title Company
Henry Moreno
Karen Goforth Mosier
Susanna Mosley
Gary Newcomb
James M. Pawley
Rich Mountain Community College
Gary Singer
Smith Pallet Co., Inc.
Ray Stanley
Ed Stevenson
Sam and Barbara Tobias
Catherine M. Trietsch
Diane Warren
Donna Wilson

Looking for Illustrators...
The Ouachita Writers' Guild is getting started on the 2010 edition of their annual
anthology, Stepping Stones II.

This year we would like to do an illustrated issue.  The printing will be all black and white
(cost issues!), so the illustrations will not be in color.

If you would like to work with us on this one, please attend the next Writers' Guild
meeting on July 9 at 1:00 pm in the classroom at the gallery.  We will be discussing how
we will handle getting the drafts of stories and poems to the writers and how we will
handle the cost of printing the book.

If you cannot make the meeting but are interested in taking part, please call Barbara Tobias
at 479-234-3104 and let her know.
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Jim Brace, Painter

Jim Brace has been painting since the early 70's, primarily working in oils on canvas, although he has also
branched out to silk screen, a variety of drawing media, and (particularly in the last few years) sculpting in
metal using found articles.  His sculpture shows the same vivid imagination and innovative composition that
you see in his paintings.

He is also a skilled musician.  He plays the guitar and sings with an emphasis on folk/blues/rock/country rock—
which covers a lot of territory.  Those of us who have been lucky enough to be in the audience when Jim and his
friends start a jam session around a campfire can attest to the zest and fun he brings to an evening of music.

In his art, Jim tries to appeal not only to the art “connoisseur,” but to the man in the street—or in the case of
Mena, the man on the tractor.  More than one visitor to the Mena Art Gallery has commented, “I don't know
nothing about art, but I like that,” pointing to one of Jim's creations.

Jim has won many awards over his career.  The most recent include two blue ribbons, a best-of-show, and the
Coolidge Award of Excellence from the Cossatot Arts and Crafts show this year.  He has also received awards
from this year's Oh-Wa-Chita competition and the last Ouachita Expressions show at the Mena Art Gallery.

Jim and his wife, Jane, moved here from the Dallas area because they wanted to “jump off the train” and take
the time to enjoy their arts and “have some fun while we're still healthy” in this beautiful part of the world.  As
golf is another of Jim's passions, they have built a putting green and a fairway adjacent to their studio in the
woods near Hatfield.

They also wanted to do something to encourage the growth of the arts here and have been hanging all the shows
in the gallery for the past couple of years as well as volunteering in other ways to help the local gallery do an
ever-better job of bringing the best possible art to Mena.
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Mena Art Gallery is owned and operated by SouthWest Artists, Inc., a non-profit corporation, and support is
provided, in part, by the Arkansas Arts Council, an agency of the Department of Arkansas Heritage and the
National Endowment for the Arts, and a grant from the Walton Family Foundation.  Donations are tax
deductible and help ensure the continuing work of bringing art to the community of Mena.

You have received this newsletter because you indicated you were interested in the events of the gallery.  If you
no longer wish to receive it, let us know, either by emailing us at email@MenaArtGallery.org or calling 

479-394-3880.

Mena Art Galley

607 Mena Street

Mena, AR  71953

                                                             

Leave a Legacy for the Arts
Ensure a Community of the Arts for Future Generations

Remember Mena Art Gallery in Your Estate Planning

Postage here


